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This standard specifies the general requirements and 
relevant test procedures for glove design and construction, 
innocuousness, comfort and efficiency, as well as the mark-
ing and information supplied by the manufacturer applicable 
to all protective gloves. Gloves and hand protectors such as 
mittens, pot holders and arm protection are also covered by 
the new standard.

The final draft FprEN ISO 21420:2019 has been submitted 
to the European Committee for Standardization (CEN) for 
final approval. The final version will replace  
EN 420:2003+A1:2009 without a transitional period on 30 
September 2020.

It is the responsibility of the manufacturers and distributors 
to ensure the sustained conformity of their personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE) with the state of the art. As soon as 
the new standard has been published, manufacturers have 
a duty under Regulation 2016/425 to verify independently 
whether their product conforms with the applicable re-
quirements and to perform any necessary inspections and 
adjustments in accordance with the new standard.  
TÜV Rheinland provides reliable support with inspections to 
ensure that your products remain state of the art.

The standard includes the following new provisions:

I N N O C U O U S N E S S

The materials from which the gloves are made must not 
adversely affect the health or hygiene of users. Under the 
foreseeable conditions of use, the materials should not re-
lease any substances that are generally known to be toxic, 
carcinogenic, mutagenic, allergenic, toxic for reproduction, 
corrosive, sensitising or irritant. In view of this, tests for 
the following substances have been added to the previous 
tests for pH and chromium (VI) content:

M I N I M A L G LOV E D I M E N S I O N S

There are no longer any minimal glove length requirements. 
Exception:  If specific standards (e.g. welding or fire fight-
ing gloves) require a minimum length, this must be inspect-
ed and complied with. 

E L EC T R OS TAT I C PR O PE R T I E S

Pictogram 2415 of ISO 7000 can be used for gloves that 
meet the requirements of EN 16350 Protective gloves – 
Electrostatic properties. In addition, test conditions and 
user information must be provided in the manufacturer 
information.

M A R K I N G

It is now a mandatory requirement for every protective 
glove to be labelled with a date of manufacture and / or 
other means of batch tracking. Since the planned perfor-
mance of the glove can be significantly affected by ageing, 
an appropriate expiry date with month and year must also 
be shown after the hourglass icon in accordance with PPE 
Regulation 2016/425. We have no reference to studies on 
the expiration time of glove materials; for this reason, the 
service life specified should be the manufacturer's actual 
durability guarantee for the product (regardless of use). 
Alternatively, the date of manufacture must be specified to-
gether with possible ageing parameters and their influence 
on product quality.

EN ISO 21420:2020 - Protective gloves - general requirements.

The new EN 420.

H E A LT H R I S K PRESENCE IN THE FOLLOWING 

MATERIALS

Nickel release All metallic materials  

(e.g. buttons, attachments)  

with skin contact

Azodyes All dyed textiles and leather

DMFa Polyurethane (PU coating)

PAH Rubber and plastic-based materials
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Disclaimer

This newsletter only contains information of a general nature without any specific reference to specific natural or legal persons, objects or facts. This newsletter is not to be understood as legal ad-

vice and does not replace this. TÜV Rheinland LGA Products GmbH (TRLP) cannot guarantee that all wording corresponds precisely to the official versions. TRLP strives to provide complete, accurate 

and timely information. Nevertheless, errors and ambiguities cannot be ruled out completely. TRLP therefore assumes no responsibility for the completeness, accuracy and timeliness or quality of the 

information provided. For the official text, please refer to the EU Official Journal. Liability claims against TRLP, which refer to damages of a material or immaterial nature caused by the use of or failure 

to use the presented information or the use of faulty and incomplete information are in principle excluded.

I N F O R M AT I O N TO B E PR OV I D E D O N R EQ U E S T

At the consumer's request, the manufacturer / distributor 
must provide a list of substances contained in the glove 
which are known to cause allergies. Annex G of the stan-
dard contains a list of substances, or families of substanc-
es, which are known allergens that may be found in gloves. 

S U M M A RY

	· Type examination certificates issued by TÜV Rheinland 
remain valid.

	· It is your responsibility as the manufacturer/distributor to 
ensure that your product conforms to the state of the art 
and, if necessary, provide evidence that additional tests 
have been performed in accordance with the new  
EN ISO 21420.

	· Your product labelling and technical documentation must 
be updated in accordance with PPE Regulation 2016/425. 

W E PR OV I D E T H E F O LLOW I N G S E RV I C E S TO S U PP O R T 

YO U W I T H T H E T R A N S I T I O N TO T H E N E W S TA N DA R D

	· Innocuousness inspection for your protective gloves 
(chemical parameters)

	· Inspection for substances which are known allergens in 
accordance with Annex G of FprEN ISO 21420:2019  
(document review and chemical testing)

	· Inspection of manufacturer labelling and information

	· Complete inspection and recertification of your  
protective gloves

For more information, please contact our sales 
representatives: 

Ms Romy Schneider
Tel.	 +49 341 600369-34
Mobil 	+49 172 3272139
romy.schneider@de.tuv.com

Mr Michael Schultz
Tel.	 +49 341 600369-39
Mobil	 +49 171 4889460
michael.schultz@de.tuv.com


